A we nodem Hoc^idtal than tlv-^t r?cu!r! on board the USS REPOSE Kould 
be dif fi lult to achieve, i'lie latast lr:iovata rnis and ©quiprieJtit required 
for th« -vreati.^o it of the clck and in jur'^d heve he%ri i.ncoi^pDratad into 
iAds firi.! ship A^th her cT'Zx-: of 5^- ni.5:\8 officers, 29 niirses-^ 32 chief 
j>9tty of .-icare &nd 600 bluejackets^ Jhe c?-n h:";icle up to 750 patients 
with th'v> coi?ifoj*t and efi'i ci encj* of a mo Jcrri ir>v ••ropolit^^n hospital* 

DSvS PE^'3S was bvdlt by the S^iri Shiipbriildririg and Dry Docl- CoKp&rqr 
at Ch0st'^» Pennsylvaiii^G "iiiider coutr^cb to tl © United States Karit3.we 
(kmA9Bi(m. Hor keel in-:-: laid on 22 Octobox- .- 9^ 3. On 8 Augroat 19Wf^ 
she was /.aunobed as SS IIARIKS BEAVER, bit ene wca d€livere<2 to the Na-vy 
prior to conii^lotion for ccnvernion to a hospllXv ship.. She V3S coDnrdssionocl 
OSS REPOSE c^i Z6 yiay 19^/5, Ha;- spcnssr v:a£ >'rs. PaiOj-ne Kclntire, ^-dfe 
of Vice ^idndriil Ross Ilclntire. Caief of the Buroau of Kodicine arri 
Surgeiy and Pr^^ident Roosevoit's pavatynal physician* 
■ ^ *%* "■ '~ 

' jfcf'^^^er axtensivo pvojiaration, she sailed to Cristobol^ Camil Zone, 
enterl^Qg. the Fecific Ocean on Ik July 19^5 r^i aclive unit of the 
Pacific y^seta On l6 September she stood out from Buckner Bay, 01d,?:AYa 
to ride ofut a typhoon of such iiitonsity that it sheared off fire plugs 
on hey rnln det?k and bared the metal be:!i©ath hor painto It took her crev 
only ii vivtk to rej&it this dsaago R'ld sa© then set coiTrse for her next 
Shanghai^ Chir*a» The-^ep as a v^tqi^t of the Pacific ?leet*s 
Shnta^ iJquadrcn 10 ^ she reiraincd frea }0 SoptoPiber 19^5 until 15 October 
"JJ^f M^th the exception of t week at^Tai'r^gt&o^ China, 

• Af ter the completion of routine rapairs and E^cdsmication at San 

Ihm^ RSPOSE retuiwied to Tsingta^^^Chins. joinir:g USS B&WOLEKCS 
Betw^ ?t March 19^7 atid 29 April 19^9, cnl^^ r, iwo-Ker.k availability at 
lokoauk^j Japan for ropa^.rs and nine days in Shangsi, interrupted tvo 
yoare of owitinvious ser-iice at this Ivorlh China Station* 

In April 19i^9, RSPOSE received casualties from HKS LCIM, HKS BUCK, 
SKHff and HKS iftlBTHYST^ "^rictims of attacks by the Coiainui^dst Chinese* A 
pXliqxui coiameaorating this support was donated ta the REPOSE T^arcTroom by 
HKS WKTOS-. On 29 Apr:.!, with 77 British casmltie^ and UB Acsrican 
WMcms fT<m Shangb-ei, REPOSE stilsd f jr HoiTg Kongc Afte?:* several calls 
ait Chines e^ Japanese, Okinawan, and Phiiippino pcrte , PwSPCSE sailed from 
dubic Bay m 5 July arriving at Icng Bcich cn JiJy 19^u 

' v V^^-. 5^ MS operated onder a ei%dlian crev by the -lilit^ry Sea 
t^aneportatl on service fy^m 3 Septeaber 1?^*9 ^intil 26 Aiigust 1950? tAim 
e1}s onee again resuiaed her Kavy role i^itlA a mam Xaxy cra^.^r e ailing her 
froa Tok>suka^ Japan to Pusc^n, Korea * Sho rotiu^ned to Japan cn 2? Octo- 
ber 1950 with 189 Unit^i Katdoni^ caa^^ialtles on r;oai»do At lliK cn 28 
October 1950> USS REPC3S vas officially rcttu^ned to ccafird.ssicncd service/ 


REPOSE arrived at Inchon on 13 Koi-ember 1950 ^ then to Chlrmjuipo on 
19 I^'ofvexnbert returning to Inchon on 1 Decenber with 752 cueualtiec from 
Pyangying. She supported U^S» and U*.i:* Forces during the deatroction 
of the port of Inchon and the burning of the city by Korth Korean Forces 
in early Januarya Her next mission me in Pohang Dongt ^ support the 
First l arine Division t 18 February 1951 found her back in Pusan to 
smicuate 7^1 ^•^^ Amy casualties to Kobe» Japan Joined by sister ship 
USS IUVE: (Ar:.12), REPOSE celebrated her first year of Korean Service by 
throwing a party for 500 orphans at Pusan* s "Happy Kountain OrphanigB*? 

Chi 22 January 1952 1 REPOSE sailed howard for renoratian^ ^T^t 
and Installation of a helicopter landing platform that vould greatly 
facilitate direct evacuation of casualties from the field to the hospital 
She returned once again to the Orlwt^ arriving in Inchon on 24 June. 
This time REPOSE was to share her vorkload with the Danish hospital ship 
JUTLAMDIA and CSS COHSOUnOti (AH.15)a 

Cto 10 June 1953f USS REPOSE vas awarded the Korean Presidential 
tfelt Citation by Adndral L» Kurphy^ Commander Service Squadron Three* 
REPOSE resained in Korean vaters until 15 January 195*^ with only a feir 
bH.ef dl^'^ersions to evacuate patiehts and a short respite in Hong Kong., 
She arrl\^ hone on 11 February^ served briefly as a pierslde hospital 
on the vest ooast^ and vas decommissioned on 21 December 195'^ ftt Hunter^s 
Point Haval Shlpyarda 

After ten and one«>half years with the rwerve fleet at Soisln Bay 9 
CalitfoRda> REPOSE was once again csalled to active dutjo She returned to 
cormsaloned service in the S« Kavy at 1400 on the sixteenth of 
October 19^Sp 151 days after call*up^ She departed Hunter's Point on 
3 January r-and^after refresher training and upkeep in Pearl Harbor and 
Subio Bay^ she arrived In Chu Lai^ Republic of Vietnam on Ih February 1966> 

Vietnam marked the innovation of a new concept of mobile hospital 
supportf In this nar^ REPOSE h^s stationed herself near sites of 
heaviest aotions and has taken virtually all casualties aboard hQr belOc^ 
She is usually undemay and seldom departs the coBaibat tonee Her area 
of Mspooelblllty is the I Corps Tactical Zone from Danang to the DKZ 
(17 w). On the 30th of January 1967, she performed the 3000th consecu- 
ti*^ successful helicopter landings 29 Karoh marked the 2000th surgical 
operation In Vietnam^ 

DBS ^Ai:CTOARI (AH^iy) arrived in April 19^7 to share the ever- 
increasing uprULoado 

On lik Kayt REPp9£ admitted a record 98 paUents in a single day. 
REPOSE mas fuQled fl^:>m Danang Harbor on 29 July to give emergen^ assis- 
tance to the OSS FORRESTAI (CVl^^) vhon the xatter suffered a major fire 
mbile on IAKXEE staUon in the Gulf of Tonklno P^EPOSE oared for 30 . 
eastialtles fr^ theis tragie evento 


On 19 August 1967f in cereinonles held uhilo on •tation In VlatnoMst 
waters^ HEPOSE vas prerantad the Navy Unit Coanmndation bgr Sacr Adnirml 
lU 0* VAKD, Cocnander Service Grouo lilUES^ for exceptional eervloe from 
22 February 2966 to 8 i^lxniBry 1967* 

On 29 August 1967, REPOSE set yet another high aamittinc 112 
patients in one day* In nld-HoTBmber REPOSE made her last liberty 
port Tlslt to Hong Kongj ever-^increasinc demands for her services nade 
it difficult to gain ralsase for even slKirt U3dc€^p periods « Patient 
adBdssions, helicopter Imlings, and xBsdical treatnent in general 
contixmed to reach new hl^tuio The increaeed tempo of operations la 
reflected tay these statirtlest tie 5»CXX}th helo landing in early 
Deoeober, the 69000th on 30 April l^o, and the 7,000th on 22 Juna» 
She actalned a nen hlgli for patient adalasioQS in a single veek^ 
adtatttiiig UOO betijeen 26 S^jr and 1 Juds^ and established a Dew iQcnthly 
hlfii of 953 (of ^AusD 630 nere uounded in action), also in Ifey* The 
nuaber of surgical operations performsd in Vietnaniese waters reached 
5,000 on 2 August 1968* 

RBPOSE narked her 99000th safe bslo landing on Ih Hovenber 1966^ 
In spite of ths strenuooa on ths line conltsiBnts of 81 days per quarter, 
a high order of efficiency, aervice and aorala has been achieved « By 
1 October 1968 13,712 patients had been admitted and cnmr lfi,000 patients 
had been treated on an oatpatlent basis. 


